
How to help your child become a better reader. 

Introduction 

We believe that reading is the key to successful learning in all areas of the 

curriculum. Our aim is for children to be able to read for information and 

pleasure. 

To encourage children to become independent readers, we use a range of 

activities and pupils receive individual, small and class group teaching. We 

would also really appreciate your cooperation and support in encouraging your 

child to become a better reader. 

 

The following gives some practical ideas and explains how you can help your 

child at home. 

 

How children learn to read 

Learning to read is like trying to crack a code. Children should be encouraged 

to look for different clues to help them understand what they are reading. 

Learning individual words is important, but they are really aiming to work out 

the full message. 

 

How can you help? 

When you hear your child read encourage them to use the following strategies 

to work unfamiliar words out: 

 

Pictures                                 Meaning of the text 

 

Word knowledge                      Sound words out 

 

It is important not to confuse your child so concentrate on developing a few 

skills at a time. Remind them to use them if necessary. Remember your child 

will already use some of the skills mentioned. 



Reading Practice 

The aim is to make reading an enjoyable experience, but consistency is 

essential if progress is to be made. Try to: 

• Practise regularly 

• Use a comfortable and quiet space 

• Make it fun and interesting 

 

Confidence and motivation 

These can be developed through: 

• Re – reading familiar books 

• Listening to adults reading aloud 

• Lots of praise 

 

Things to do 

• Talk about books and pictures 

• Explain what the book is about 

• Ask the child questions 

• Encourage the child to use expression in their voice as they read 

• Help with tricky words 

• Make a game out of common words used in reading. 

 

Understanding phonics 

Starting in Early Years, children are taught phonics: the journey to read, write 

and spell. These vital skills are the beginning of a life-long literacy journey. 

Phonics, which may also be referred to as ‘letters and sounds’ is the process of 

a child learning to read. 

For more information on the ways you can help your child, click on the link 

below. 

 

(Put a pdf here of the attached phonics document)   



 

Maths 

  

We all use maths every day, often without realising it. We believe that every 

child can develop the numeracy skills they will need, both at school and 

throughout their lives. Helping your child feel confident about maths now gives 

them a head start. 

https://www.familymathstoolkit.org.uk/advice-for-families 

 

We follow the White Rose Maths scheme in school. To find out more follow 

the link below. 

https://whiterosemaths.com/for-parents/ 

 

https://www.familymathstoolkit.org.uk/advice-for-families
https://whiterosemaths.com/for-parents/

